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Let’s Get Real About...the Annual Campaign 
So far, Annual Campaign has raised $30,000 with participation from 
44%  of our synagogue membership.  This is indeed a mitzvah to be  
celebrated by the entire Congregation.  Our sincerest thanks to all  
contributors.   
 
Sadly though, Annual Campaign is still $6,000 shy of budget.  However, 
we can still achieve our goal by tapping into the 46%  that have not yet 
pledged.  It is these members to whom I now appeal. 

You know why this is important; Or Shalom relies heavily on Annual 
Campaign as the single greatest source of non-dues income.  It provides 
an opportunity to do a Mitzvah, in so doing helping all Congregants. 

It is easy to pledge.  Simply indicate your pledge to Annual Campaign on 
your monthly statement, pledge online or call the office.  Please, let's 
work together and meet our budget.  And, as always, thank you for your 
generous support. 

Annual Campaign Committee  

“If you could please find a way to pledge chai ($3.00/month) or 
more, it would yield the sizable sum of at least $2,150.00” 

Weather Policy  

If the Synagogue needs to close for inclement 

weather, notification will be done via WTNH 

Channel 8 TV, NBC Connecticut Channel 6, 

and WFSB Channel 3 TV. Emails will be 

sent to the entire Congregation if the building 

is closing. For school closing information, the 

same forms of notification will be used: e-

mail, WTNH Channel 8 TV, NBC Connecti-

cut, Channel 6 and WFSB Channel 3 TV.  

Please note on Sunday look for Yahad of 

Woodbridge listing and on Wednesday it will 

be listed as Congregation Or Shalom.   Noti-

fication will be made by 8:00 am on Sundays. 

If the Orange School System closes early on 

Wednesday, Hebrew school will be can-

celled. If Orange does not cancel on a 

Wednesday due to timing of the storm and we 

must, we will follow the same procedure as 

Sundays: an e-mail will be sent to all parents.  

The closing will be posted on WTNH Chan-

nel 8 TV, NBC Connecticut Channel 6, and 

WFSB Channel 3 TV Note: listing is under 

Congregation Or Shalom not Or Shalom.  

TWO “MUST SEE” FILMS THIS WINTER !!! 

WONDER  

JANUARY 13TH 

12:15 PM  

THREE  

IDENTICAL  

STRANGERS 

FEBRUARY 10TH 

2:00 PM  

SEE PAGE THREE FOR MORE  

DETAILS  
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Congregation Or Shalom’s  

Guiding Principles: 

To serve as a vibrant center for the practice and 

teaching of Conservative Judaism; to create a 

spiritual and social atmosphere in which 

Congregants feel part of a larger Synagogue 

family.  

Lighting Shabbat Candles 

A Peaceful Way to Usher in the Sabbath 
It is customary to light candles Friday evening in the home 

for Shabbat approximately 18 minutes prior to sunset. Here 

are candle lighting times for January– February 2019 in 

Greater New Haven: 
 

January    4     4:18 p.m   
January 11     4:25 p.m   
January 18     4:33 p.m   
January 25     4:42 p.m   
February  1     4:50 p.m   
February  8     4:59 p.m   

February 15     5:08 p.m   

February 22     5:16 p.m  

 

Rabbi’s Office Hours 
 

Barring emergencies, the Rabbi keeps office 

hours on Mondays from 8:30 am to noon, 4:00 

pm to 6:00 p.m. and on Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. 

until noon. Please feel free to schedule an 

appointment with him.  To schedule an 

appointment, you can contact him at the office at 

203-799-2341, on his personal phone number at 

203-795-9815 or via email at 

armwainhaus@gmail.com. 

Or Shalom Office Hours 

Monday through Thursday 
10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Friday 
10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Shabbat Services: Please join us  
Friday @7:00 p.m. Saturday @ 9:30a.m. 

IN MEMORIAM 
Lynn Simons beloved wife of Bruce Simons and  

beloved mother of Karra Simons and  
Jennifer & Lewis Cohen 

 
Jacob Kohn beloved father of Miriam Edberg 

Todah  Rabah: 
Thank you to Rabbi Wainhaus, the Adult Education 

Committee and Men’s Club for another wonderful 

Kristallnacht program.   

 

Thank you to Nancy Kline for chaperoning the B. 

Mitzvah kids to Chapel Haven to celebrate Hanu-

kah.   

 

Thank you to Nancy Kline, Leslie Wasserman, Min-

na Kaufman, Mara Saccente, Marc Franzman,  

Dawn Malish, Elaine Chapman, and Irene Lebov 

for putting together a fun and educational Hanukah 

celebration for YAHAD.   

 

Thank you to Larry Lambert for taking pictures at 

our events.   

 

Thank you to Sisterhood for giving each YAHAD 

Student Hanuakah Candles, a dreidel and gelt.   

 

Welcome Back from Israel 

Tiffany, David & Leah Katz 

MILESTONES IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Michael & Beverly Propen joyfully announce the birth of 
their granddaughter, Noa Isabel, to their son and daughter-

in-law, David & Becky Propen 

Barbara & Marc Blosveren joyfully announce the birth of 
their grandson, Benjamin Robert, to their daughter & son-in-

law, Kate & Josh Kreamer 
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From the Rabbi… 
 
 
SKEPTICISM RUN AMOK? 

In 2000, the U.S. Center for Disease 

Control and Prevention declared mea-

sles officially “eliminated from the 

United States”.  And yet recently, this 

country has experienced several out-

breaks of the disease - among them, within ultra-

Orthodox Jewish families.  In mid December, New 

York City’s Department of Health reported 24 new 

cases of measles in ultra-Orthodox families through-

out Brooklyn. Paralleling that outbreak, 75 cases of 

the disease have recently been reported in Spring Val-

ley, Monsey, and New Square - ultra-Orthodox en-

claves in Rockland County, NY.  And in Ocean Coun-

ty NJ, 18 new cases have just been diagnosed in the 

ultra-Orthodox township of Lakewood. Dismayingly, 

all the above numbers are expected to rise. 

What is causing these outbreaks?   The answer is: rel-

atively low vaccination rates in Ultra-Orthodox Jewish 

communities, coupled with large families living in 

close proximity to one another that are exposed to one 

of the most infectious diseases known to humankind.  

But why are many ultra-Orthodox Jews refusing vac-

cination? The answer is: Local anti-vaccine propagan-

dists, including well-known Rabbis, are distributing 

misinformation about an alleged link been the measles 

vaccine and autism.  In other words, the refusal by 

many within these communities to vaccinate has noth-

ing to do with Jewish religious law, and everything to 

do with basic skepticism. But why is this sort of skepti-

cism prevalent in such communities?  Well, I asked an 

ultra-Orthodox Rabbinic colleague that very question. 

He replied: “Ultra-Orthodox Jews are used to embrac-

ing non-mainstream ideas - in fact, non-mainstream 

ideas are normal for us!”  Well, as one who grew up in 

an ultra-Orthodox home and neighborhood, I can at-

test to the factuality of his answer.  Indeed, I’ll add to 

his words: Ultra-Orthodox Jews base their lives on an 

insular chamber of fundamentalist assumptions that 

are hardly ever challenged.  After all, most ultra-

Orthodox Jews do not own a TV set and read only 

Rabbinically approved, “kosher” literature. Thus, re-

garding what is deemed “true”, Ultra-Orthodox Jews 

tend to be wary of “foreign” ideas and place greater 

trust in their own authorities and their own sources of 

information.  

Which brings me to the growing trend of modern-day 

skeptics who question commonly held assumptions – 

e.g., “Did the U.S. REALLY land on the moon in 

 
1969?”; “Was the 9-11 tragedy REALLY caused by 

Muslim radicals?”; “Did the Holocaust REALLY 

happen?”; Is biological evolution REAL”? And even 

“Is global warming REAL?” (despite the fact that 

97% of the worlds scientists, along with our own gov-

ernment’s National Climate Assessment Report agree 

it is.).  When I hear such skepticism, I wonder:  What 

insular chamber of close-minded assumptions are 

those skeptics influenced by? That is, what “non-

mainstream” internet website are they influenced by?  

Which is to ask: In the age of the internet is healthy 

skepticism running amok?   

Wishing you all the best in 2019! 

With Shalom,  

 

 

Winter Adult Education Movies  

TWO “MUST SEES” 
WONDER: 

Sunday, January 13th @ 12:15pm 

Immediately after Hebrew School 
Lunch available for nominal fee  
(Hebrew School eats free) 
Starring Julia Roberts and Owen Wil-
son.  August Pullman was born with a profound facial 
difference that has made him unwilling to go to school. 
He wants nothing more than to be seen as an ordinary 
kid—but his classmates can’t get past Auggie’s ex-
traordinary face. WONDER, a universally beloved and 
award-winning film, begins from Auggie’s point of 
view, but soon switches to include his classmates, his 
sister, her boyfriend, and others. These perspectives 
converge in a portrait of one community’s struggle with 
empathy, compassion, and ultimately, acceptance.  
Genre: Drama      Running Time: 113 minutes.   

 

THREE IDENTIAL STRANGERS  

Sunday,  February 10th @ 2pm  
Three strangers are reunited by 
astonishing coincidence after being 
born identical Jewish triplets, sepa-
rated at birth, and adopted by three 

different families. Their true jaw-dropping story in-
stantly becomes a global sensation complete with fame 
and celebrity; however, the fairy-tale reunion sets in 
motion a series of events that unearth a dark and unim-
aginable secret -- a secret with radical repercussions for 
us all.  This documentary film has enjoyed world-wide 
acclaim! Runtime: 96 minutes   Genre: Documentary 
Rabbi Wainhaus will lead a discussion on this provoca-
tive film, for all who remain. 

Rabbi Alvin Wainhaus 
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President’s Message 
Before I get into my comments for 
my article submission, I wanted to 
start by thanking Rabbi Wainhaus, 
the Adult Education Committee, 
and our Men’s Club whose collec-
tive efforts enabled Congregation 
Or Shalom to continue to raise the 
bar on our Kristallnacht program.  
This year’s event celebrated and 
honored Mr. Josiah DuBois whose 

brave actions impacted the lives of thousands of Jews 
during World War II and generations of lives to follow.  
The program which brought close to 400 people to the 
Synagogue was capped off by a Congressional citation 
from Senator Blumenthal and the presentation of the 
award winning documentary on DuBois by two high 
school students from New Jersey.        
 
Upon the success of our 12th Annual Kristallnacht pro-
gram, I decided to take some of my own advice from my 
last article and spend some time reading the comics.  My 
pursuit to engulf myself in some mindless humor was 
quickly turned to sadness as I came across a recent comic 
strip titled “Pearls Before Swine”, a comic strip that I 
never read before.  The comic strip depicted “Pig” one of 
the main characters creating a list of “Places I can go 
and still feel safe in America”.  After crossing out the 
following places: (a) elementary school, (b) movie thea-
ter, (c) office, (d) concert, (e) restaurant, (f) high school, 
(g) church, (h) nightclub and (i) college, “Pig” was left 
with only one place not crossed off on his simplistic list – 
a Synagogue.  In the next scene, “Pig” crossed out Syna-
gogue with the final scene depicting the list completely 
crossed out lying on a desk.   
 
While the list is not complete, it represents the sadness 
that many of us feel that we no longer have the same 
sense of Peace when coming to the Synagogue.  For 
many of us, this is the same feeling that one feels when 
going to many public places to which for years we never 
gave a second thought about our safety.  The reality that 
we need to put in place measures to ensure everyone’s 
safety at Congregation Or Shalom just begins to hit clos-
er to home.  As mentioned in my communication to the 
Congregation after the events in Squirrel Hill, PA a short 
time ago, the Synagogue’s leadership team is focused on 
ensuring that we have the necessary security measures so 
no one should hesitate coming to Or Shalom.  We have 
put in place a wide range of processes – some obvious 
and others not – and we continue to explore others.  I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank our Orange 
Police Department who have provided countless hours of 
support and advice to keep Or Shalom a welcoming and 
safe place. 
As I am writing my article, another Hanukkah is coming 
to an end.  As one recalls the story of Hanukkah, I think 
about what Judah would do in the world we are living in. 

Would he stand by and watch individuals with views of 
hate and anti-Semitism impact how we live and where 
we go?  I think not!  Just as he stood up to king Antio-
chus while overmatched in size and power by the king’s 
army, the Maccabees were mighty in spirit and with faith 
and relentless determination as their guides, against all 
odds, they defeated the King’s army and regained the 
temple. 
 
I see and read about those who have channeled their in-
ner Judah everyday and I challenge each of you to find 
your own Judah strength.  As we come into the New 
Year, Congregation Or Shalom needs new leaders.  For 
years we have counted on and are indebted to the efforts 
of many dedicated individuals; however, the time has 
come that we need new members to step up and help lead 
and guide Or Shalom into the future.  I have mentioned 
in previous communications the need for everyone to be 
more than just a member but to be a participant as well.  
So, consider this your draft notice into the new genera-
tion Maccabee Army.  Our army needs leaders, like Ju-
dah, who serve on the Board of Directors or Committee 
Chairs. Our army also needs soldiers which comes in the 
form of morning minyan on Sunday, Monday and Thurs-
day and Shabbat on Friday night and Saturday morning 
or joining a committee to use your expertise or creativity 
to help develop new and exciting programming.  And for 
those of you who cannot physically be in the Or Shalom 
battles, our army needs financial support such as attend-
ing upcoming fund raising events and contributing to the 
annual campaign which is still short of our 2018-19 goal 
and needs everyone’s support. 
 
Please when that call comes, don’t use your caller ID, 
answer the call to duty and be part of the Or Shalom ar-
my to continue to make our Synagogue a special place 
for everyone. 
Shalom, 

Marc Franzman 
President  

KRISTALLNACHT, 2018! 

Pictured from right to left: Senator Richard Blumenthal, Rob-
ert DuBois (son of our late honoree), Judy Saly & family 
(Wallenberg rescuees), Christy Marrella (teacher, Cherry Hill, 
NJ), her students, Sam Bitman & Shayna Herzberg, Rebecca 
Erbelding (guest speaker) and Rabbi A. Wainhaus  
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Hebrew School Shalom!  Or Shalom hosted the  

Yahad Hanukah Day celebration.  Students partici-

pated in educational games and activities, crafts, 

music, and mitzvah projects.  Students brought in 

canned goods to make a giant Menorah. The cans 

were then donated to the JFS food pantry.  Or 

Shalom’s Social Action Committee assisted Aminah 

and the children in making sufganiyot a traditional 

Hanukkah treat.  Thank you to Social Action for vol-

unteering and to Sisterhood who provided each of 

the students with candles, gelt and dreidels.  Rabbi 

brought the Yahad B. Mitzvah class to Chapel Ha-

ven to celebrate Hanukah with developmentally 

challenged young people at Chapel Haven.  

 

January will begin with a brand new student/

parent  workshop  for our school . The students of 

Yahad will learn about kashrut through making 

chocolate.  It is sure to be a fun and tasty learning 

experience!!! Yahad will also once again be singing 

in the Community Concert held at Tower One . Sev-

eral Synagogues will join together, to bring cheer to 

the residents . It was a very successful first Commu-

nity Concert last year and will most definitely be as 

wonderful this year !!! 

Sisterhood  

Sisterhood has many exciting events planned for 
this year.  Please check the weekly e-blast and 

newsletter for more details.   
 
JANUARY: POTLUCK DINNER (location TBD) 
  SISTERHOOD SHABBAT (1/25) 
 
FEB/MARCH: MAH JONG AND TEA/GAMES                        
 
MARCH:  FUN OUTING  
 
APRIL:  CHICO’S FASHION SHOW  6:30 pm                                      
 
MAY:  TRIP TO MUSEUM/ 
  OR SISTERHOOD OUTING 

We hope you will be able to attend and enjoy some 
of our many Sisterhood events.  

Join or Renew your Sisterhood membership! 
Please call or email Stacia with any questions @  

617-448-5802 or stacia1204@optonline.net 

Men’s Club 
SAVE THE DATE 

Men’s Club Presents . . . 
WHISKEY TASTING EVENT 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 
7:00 pm at Congregation Or Shalom 

Put on by The Jewish Whiskey Company/Single Cask Nation 

You will be treated to a variety of 5-6 different whiskies as 

well as a fun educational program. 
Lite food will be also be served. 
Cost:  $36.00 per person 
Event is open to members and non-members, but 
PLEASE RSVP now, seating is limited! 
RSVP to Jonathan Glass-
man jonathan.glassman@scouting.org 
Or send payment to 
“Men’s Club” Congregation Or Shalom 
205 Old Grassy Hill Rd, Orange, CT 06477 

 
Sunday, February 3, 2018 

World Wide Wrap 
We invite women as well as men to 
participate in putting on Tefillin.  It 

will start at 9am with  
Breakfast to follow.  

 Tu B’shvat     

“Tu Bishvat”, the full moon of Aquarius, is January 

31st.  On that weekend, we begin to plant trees in Israel 

in memory/honor of loved ones.   

Please visit the Jewish National 

Fund website for details about this 

wonderful mitzvah.  

 Happy Tu B’shvat! 

mailto:jonathan.glassman@scouting.org
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Coffee &...  

 

 

 

Coffee and... Learn!" with Rabbi Wainhaus  

Every Wednesday, (please call the office for sched-

ule) Rabbi Alvin Wainhaus teaches an hour-long 

class focusing on the ancient texts of our heritage 

and the light they shed on current issues. The 

class begins at 11:00 am and ends at 12 noon 

sharp.   

All Welcome. 

Synagogue office: (203) 799-2341 

 Website: orshalomct.org  
email:  info@orshalomct.org 

Attention: All Parents of College Students 

The Koach Committee sends out holiday packages 

to Or Shalom’s College students during the year.  

Please send your college student’s address and 

email so they can be included and remembered at 

the holidays.   

Email:  

coscarepackage@gmail.com 

Barbara Bacal & Fran Morrow 

 

Order a Leaf on The Tree of Life celebrating  
Milestones, Simchas or someone special.   

Leaf type: 
Bronze $136 

Silver $254 
Gold $372 

Learn 

OR SHALOM SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE  

Mitzvah of the Month  

 

 

 

We will be collecting School Supplies,  

notebooks, pens, crayons, erasers…. All items 

will be donated to Fair Haven Public Schools  

 

Tax Benefit for members Age 70 1/2 or older  
 
If you are age 70½ or older by the end of the year, 2019, 
and have traditional IRAs, and are required to take a 
Required Minimum Deduction, RMD, and if the new 
Standard Deduction exceeds your itemized deductions, 
consider making your charitable donation, before De-
cember 31st, via a "Qualified Charitable Distribu-
tion"  from your IRA. 
  
Such distributions MUST be made directly to the Syna-
gogue (or any charity) from your IRA administrator to 
qualify as part of your RMD.  The amount of the contri-
bution is not included in your Adjusted Gross Income 
which will result in both a State & Federal tax savings 
by reducing the amount of your taxable portion of the 
required minimum distribution and still allow you to 
take the Standard Deduction. 
  
Even if your itemized deductions for Medical, Taxes, 
Mortgage Interest and Charitable Contributions (without 
including the amount contributed via a "Qualified Chari-
table Distribution") exceed the Standard Allowance it 
may save you Federal Income Taxes and by reducing 
your Adjusted Gross Income taxable portion could po-
tentially save you some Connecticut Income Taxes. 
 

Joel Salzburg, Accountant  
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Welcome New Members 

Don Sanders & Ruby Bennarouh 

The Congregation Or Shalom Golf 
Tournament is tentatively  
scheduled for June 3. 
The alternate date is June 17. 
Last year we had 20 golfers. We’d 
like more. 
 Please –you can help by 
•        Marking the date in your calendars (Morning Tourna-
ment, over by approx. 2 PM) 

•        Get friends (members and non-members to join us 
•        Volunteer to help out on the day or on the committee 

•        Help get door prizes 
•        Help get sponsors (contact Harvey Remz or Gordon 
Lann about this) 
  

The Golf Tournament Committee is a  

sub-committee of the Fundraising Committee 
COLLEGE STUDENTS! SIGN UP NOW FOR 

BIRTHRIGHT ISRAEL TO BOOST 

YOUR “PRIORITY STATUS” FOR 

SUMMER 2019!  Just a timely note, 

reminding your college-aged children to 

send their applications to Birthright Israel for Summer 

2019, and its amazing free trip….If you’re wondering 

if Birthright (called Taglilt”in Hebrew) is for him/her, 

I guarantee you that when your child stands at the 

Western Wall, surrounded by thousands of Jewish 

people from every part of the globe, and the 

“presence” of generations who dreamed about touch-

ing those hallowed stones, he/she’ll connect with his/

her Judaism in a way you may never have thought 

possible!(& he/she will also come back saying “I had 

an amazing time!”)  NOTE: If you’re not sure about 

which Birthright –sponsor to select, the Rabbi’s two 

favorite are:”Livnot/Birthright”...or Koach/

Birthright...Please feel free to call me and  discuss!  

Shalom!...Rabbi Alvin Wainhaus.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We cannot tell you all the details yet… but they are  

coming.  Be on the look out for more information about 

our Spring Fundraiser.  If you thought the wedding was 

fun, wait until you hear about this one…… 

Check out our eblast, website and next newsletter for 

what is coming…  

PLEASE SUPPORT THE  
MORNING MINYAN 

Monday and  Thursday  mornings @7:30 am  

 Sunday @ 9:00 am  

BRICK LIST 
REGULAR BRICKS  $4   SILVER  $7    

GOLD  $10   CHAI  $18 

Email Nancy Katz @ 
nkatz411@gmail.com 

REGULAR BRICKS 
To: Judi and Arnold Goldberg on the joyous  
occasion of your anniversary  

Celebrate Diversity with  
"Soulful Sydney"Monday, January 21 | 10 AM - 
12 PM | JCC of Greater New Haven | FREE 
The authors of Soulful Sydney, Terry Murphy and 
Mariam Azeez, will be on hand to read from and dis-
cuss their book. The book is a 
heart-warming children’s story 
about Sydney who meets the girl 
next door. Together they set off in 
search of lessons of kindness and 
acceptance. In addition to the sto-
ry, students are invited to make a 
“compassion craft” that will be 
donated to spread the kindness forward. 
https://www.jccnh.org/programguide/children-youth/
soulful-sydney-mlk 

     STICKY FINGERS 

2nd & 4th Thursdays of the 
Month | January 10 - March 28 | 
10 - 11 AM at the JCC in Wood-
bridge.    Dress for a mess! Join 

us for hands-on fun with your toddler! Each session, a fun, 
kid-friendly recipe will be explored and enjoyed! Appro-
priate for ages 2-4.  $5 per class or $8 per month 
 Questions? Contact Jessica Wallace | jessicaw@jccnh.org 

mailto:nkatz411@gmail.com
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ARE YOU ABLE TO BE A MINYAN MAKER? 

Dear Members, 

As you know, it takes ten men/

women of the Jewish faith over 

the age of 13 to create a 

“Minyan”, a Jewish prayer quor-

um. Now, at most of our worship 

services we are blessed with a 

Minyan in attendance.  However, there are times 

when we’re informed that a member of the Syna-

gogue is planning on coming to say Kaddish for a 

loved one, and yet we are not confident that a Min-

yan will be present for him/her! Well, it was for 

that reason that a few years ago, our Ritual Com-

mittee invited members of our Congregation to 

join a “Minyan-Makers” email list and thereby try 

to ensure the presence of a Minyan for our Congre-

gants.  And I must say, the “Minyan-Makers” 

email list has clearly proven to be an effective tool!  

HOWEVER, it’s also become quite clear that our 

Minyan makers list is too small (It currently num-

bers approximately 23 members ).  

Thus my appeal: Are you able to be a “Minyan 

Maker”?  Please know that including your name 

on the “Minyan Maker” email list doesn’t imply 

an expectation that you’ll respond affirmatively 

each time we send out an appeal for a Minyan; it 

just means that you’ll try to help.  If you are inter-

ested, please call the office with your email ad-

dress.  G-d bless you! Todah Rabbah! 

Rabbi AW 

 

Mah Jongg Tuesday  

Looking to learn or play  
mah jongg?  We play in the 
Social Hall on Tuesdays 1:00 
pm.  Contact Lauren if you are 
interested contact 
lseplowitz@gmail.com.   

 2021B’nai Mitzvah Dates Meeting 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah dates to be discussed.  Was your 

child born in 2008??  Then it is time to start think-

ing and planning his/her B. Mitzvah.  On January 8 

at 7:00 pm there will be a meeting for all fifth 

grade parents and fourth grade parents whose chil-

dren's birthdays are in 2008. 

                       PURIM, 2019!! 
Wednesday Evening, March 20th  at 6:45 pm.   

(NOTE: NO Hebrew School on Wednesday after-

noon, March 20th   

 

Join us at our Family Shabbat and After- Purim 

“Spiel”  on Friday night,  March 22nd  @ 7:00 pm.  

Masks and funny hats will be available for all! 

Purim, and the Megillah reading will take place 

on Purim itself:  
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The Social Action Committee Mitzvah of the Month col-
lections helps those less fortunate in our community. Our 
November collection of non-perishable food was shared 
by the Jewish Family Service Food Pantry and the Orange 
Food Pantry. In December we collected blankets and tarps 
for the homeless in our community. We are collecting 
school supplies in January and gently used books for chil-
dren and adults. 

We are inviting Religious School families to participate in 
an important project…preparing dinner for residents of 
the Spooner House Shelter in Shelton.  The Social Action 
Committee is proud of its longest running project.  Spoon-
er House is a Shelter for the homeless in Shelton that is 
run by ACT—Area Congregations Together.  Many Or 
Shalom Congregants have participated in this project for 
the past 25 years.  We are the only Synagogue among the 
many churches that provide meals to Spooner House. Or 
Shalom members of all ages find this project very satisfy-
ing. Volunteer families may bring home-prepared or take-
out items for dinner.  As an alternative, volunteer families 
can arrange to prepare the meal and/or serve the meal at 
the Shelter. To volunteer, please contact project coordina-
tor Margie Shapiro at margieshap@gmail.com. 

We also support the Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen 
(D.E.S.K.). Or Shalom is responsible for one evening eve-
ry month from 4:15-6 pm at 311 Temple Street, New Ha-
ven. We need volunteer servers to continue participating 
this year. D.E.S.K. feeds over 300 people daily with only 
3 paid staff and hundreds of volunteer. IT IS EASY.  
THERE IS NO COST, NO FOOD PREPARATION, 
JUST YOUR PRESENCE.  IT IS PEOPLE HELPING 
PEOPLE. VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED MONTHLY. 
To volunteer, please contact Irene Lebov at 
iclebov@yahoo.com. 

The Chesed Project is a network of volun-
teers who bring to life the meaning of 
Chesed-- kindness -- by providing assistance 
to Synagogue members facing difficulties 
related to health, loss and grief. Coordinated activities 
may include phone calls and visits to Congregants. These 
are friendly visits to Congregants who may be home-
bound or in a facility. Shiva support involves bringing a 
challah and Shabbat candles to the newly bereaved. We 
can also provide rides to services for those members who 
request them. We have a list of volunteers to assist us in 
this project, on an occasional basis. If you are interested in 
helping with this project, please contact project coordina-
tor Civianne Bloch at bubby036@gmail.com 

We are participating in the Jewish Community Alliance 
for Refugee Resettlement (JCARR). We have resettled 
three refugee families, who continue to need financial 
support and jobs as they become accustomed to life in 
Connecticut.  FAMILY #2 is busy with school, soc-
cer, Adult Education GED classes, and work.  Ami-
nah is eager to do more catering to help with family 
expenses.  If you would like some delicious Syrian 

 
food – from meals for your family to an event for 200 
people, she is certified and experienced. For catering, 
call or text Issa at 203-850-1882 or email is-
sahmod999@gmail.com. FAMILY #3 is a Growing 
Family! Now that the family has 4 children, they needed 
a bigger car, and they got it!  They are shocked at how 
much gas costs, and Khadija has to get used to driving a 
van, but they’re working on it! The family has been ap-
proved to move in to a subsidized 3 BR 
apartment. 
 More Laptops!!!  Used laptops be-
come dysfunctional quickly but are so 
essential for school and business, not to 
mention personal communication.  If 
you can donate a laptop, please contact 
Jean Silk at jsilk@jewishnewhaven.org.     

 Drivers!  We are always looking for folks to help with 
driving to medical appointments, soccer practice, games, 
and random destinations.  If you are willing to drive on 
occasion, please contact Joel Jacobson at JJACOB-
SON@SNET.NET. You can help these refugee families 
by donating to JCARR. Checks payable to Temple 
Emanuel JCARR and sent to Peter Stolzman @ 20 
Peddlers Drive, Branford CT 06406.To donate on 
line, go to http://www.crowdrise.com/donate/event/
JCARR.  This project is coordinated by Nancy Kline at 
nancykline@gmail.com.  

The Social Action Committee has partnered with Inter-
faith Volunteer Care Givers (IVCG) to provide transpor-
tation to senior members of our Congregation to medical 
appointments. This free service is available to residents 
in towns of greater New Haven regardless of religious 
affiliation, ethnicity or economic circumstances. Re-
quests for a ride need to be made one week in advance 
once a registration form is submitted to IVCG. You can 
also request an Or Shalom IVCG volunteer to drive you. 
To register for this service, please contact Joe Shapiro at 
joeshap@optonline.net or call 203-799-2108. 

"Accompaniment" A number of our Social Action Com-
mittee members have become involved in a national ef-
fort known as ”Accompaniment”.  The aim of Accompa-
niment is to provide emotional support to undocumented 
immigrants who are at risk of being deported from this 
country.  The members of our Committee who are 
“Accompaniers" have assured us that the support they 
offer is fully legal. Their task is simply to soothe fellow 
human beings at a most trying and frightening time in 
their lives.  Although not all members of the Social Ac-
tion Committee are inclined to participate in Accompani-
ment, the Committee recognizes that this effort flows 
from a desire to do a “Mitzvah", an act of universal com-
passion. 
 
If you are interested in joining this multi-faceted com-

mittee, please contact Committee Chair Roz Klein at 

kleinroz228@gmail.com.  

mailto:issahmod999@gmail.com
mailto:issahmod999@gmail.com
mailto:jsilk@jewishnewhaven.org
mailto:JJACOBSON@SNET.NET
mailto:JJACOBSON@SNET.NET
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CONTRIBUTIONS 

GENERAL FUND 
A donation  from: Carol & Eugene Plotnick; Stanley 
& Eileen Torow; M.G. Goodless; Ilene & Mark  
Moyher 
A donation in memory of Lisa Zarny  
   From: Ellen Radish & Seth Zarny & family 
To: Bobbie Ruff “wishing you a speedy recovery” 
    From: Judi & Arnold Goldberg 
To: Keith & Bonnie Indeck congratulations to Josh & 
Elin on their marriage 
      From: Barbara & Jeffrey Orell 
In memory of my beloved parents Mortimore H. & 
Audrey J. Saffran 
     From: Larry & Linda Saffran 
 

YOUTH EDUCATION FUND  
To: Miriam Edberg in memory of your beloved father 
Jacob Kohn 
      From: Doreen Testa 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Appreciation: 
Jennie Kliger; Larry & Sherry Shanbrom;  
Bruce Simons & family; Arla Rosemarin 
In memory of Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life Synagogue’s 
11 Congregants  
    From: Regina Wolf 
To: Bruce Simons & family in memory of your  
beloved wife Lynn 
  From: Joel & Leslie Wasserman  
 

PRAYERBOOK FUND 
To: Bruce Simons & family in loving memory of 
your beloved wife Lynn Simons (2 Prayerbooks) 
      From: Jane Kasper & family & Jim Blume 
 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
To: John Kelman “wishing you a speedy recovery” 
      From: Lew & Minna Kaufman 
To: Bruce Simons & family in memory of your  
beloved wife Lynn Simons 
      From: Marsha & Barry Cohen 
To: Barbara Blosveren in honor of your 30th  
Anniversary Bat Mitzvah 
      From: Vivian & Geoffrey Smith 
 

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
To: Victor & Dianne Hoffman & Jeffrey & Andrea 
Hoffman in memory of your beloved brother Marvin 
Hoffman 
       From: Irma & Joel Nesson 

 

HERB WIENER BREAKFAST FUND: 
(MORNING MINYAN) 
A donation from Lois Winnick; Jules & Boots  
Landwirth 
In honor of my husband Bernie Horowitz’s 95th 
birthday 
    From: Sylvia Horowitz 
In memory of my beloved mother Eleanor B. Ladin 
    From: Leslie Wasserman 
In memory of my beloved mother Eva Wasserman 
    From: Joel Wasserman 
To: Bruce Simons & family in memory of your  
beloved wife Lynn Simons 
To: John Kelman “wishing you a speedy recovery” 
      From: Mitch & Abby Goldblatt 
In honor of Paul & Lorna Pincus 
To: Margie & Joe Shapiro “Todah Rabah” 
To: John Kelman “Refuah Shlema” 
      From: Regina Wolf 
To: Shirley & Howard Fiedler in memory of your 
beloved brother-in-law Hank Wile 
       From: Deeva Laubstein 
To: Lucas Pincus-Coyle Congratulations on your 
Sportsmanship award in football 2018 
      From: Lorna & Paul Pincus 

YAHRZEIT FUND IN MEMORY OF: 
Lew Bufferd beloved father of Les Bufferd 
Rose Bernstine beloved aunt of Karla Franzman 
Esther Weissman beloved aunt of Larry Lambert 
Mildred Yargotah beloved mother of Joel Young 
Lynda Kaloides beloved mother of Brent Kaloides 
Sadie Kisner beloved mother-in-law of Annette  
Kisner 
Leon Kisner beloved brother-in-law of Annette  
Kisner 
Sherry Broder beloved sister of Lorna & Paul Pincus 
Bernard Strumpf beloved father of Manny Strumpf 
Dan Barash beloved son of Norma & Paul Barash 
Barry Goldblatt beloved husband of Deeva Laubstein 
Zelda Walman beloved mother of Sidney Horowitz 
Sarah Rosenblatt beloved grandmother of Daniel 
Jennes 
Anna Rosenblatt beloved aunt of Daniel Jennes 
Joseph Mona beloved cousin of Daniel Jennes 
Michael Franzman beloved father of Lee Franzman 
Bessie Epstein beloved aunt of Arnold & Judi  
Goldberg 
Sophie Schoen beloved mother of Beverly Propen 
Louis Indeck beloved father of Keith & Bonnie  
Indeck 
Sabrina Richman beloved sister of Joel Young 
Sara Block beloved mother of Ophelia Hodge 
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Sayes Block beloved brother of Ophelia Hodge 
Isie Goldstein beloved father of Linda Towbin 
Mayor Paul beloved brother of Rhea Paul 
Charles Isenberg beloved husband of Rhea Paul 
Yale Matzkin beloved father of Carol M.  
Kaufman 
Barry Goldblatt beloved father of Mitch & Abby 
Goldblatt 
Joseph Swinkin beloved husband of Betty Swinkin 
Auguste Klinger beloved mother of Roger Klinger 
Sarah & Louis Mendelson beloved parents of  
Sylvia Horowitz 
Sydney Eisner beloved father of Janet Sender 
Pauline Denerstein beloved mother of Miriam  
Cohen 
Arthur Schpero beloved father of Barbara Abrams 
Ida Slusky beloved mother of Earl Slusky 
Fannie Barstein beloved mother of Noel Barstein 
Abraham Berne beloved father of Marjorie 
Shapiro 
Benjamin Markman beloved father of Wes & 
Jayne Markman 
Irving & Rebecca (Bess) Snitkin beloved parents 
of Sylvia Frumer 
David Kreiger beloved 1st husband of Sylvia 
Frumer 
Rose Begelfer beloved mother of Dennis Begelfer 
Beatrice Glassman beloved mother of Deeva 
Laubstein 
Ann A. Jennes beloved wife of Daniel Jennes 
William Rinn beloved father of Marilyn Biagioni 
Clara Tinter beloved mother of Alan Tinter 
Belle Savitt beloved mother of Herb Savitt 
Sarah Franzman beloved mother of Lee Franzman 
Phyllis Strumpf beloved wife of Manny Strumpf 
Philip Bassett beloved father of Judi Moskowitz 
Cy Gelfand beloved father of Patti Hollander 
Sadie Ackerman beloved Sister and Aunt of Freda 
Galanty & Tobie Rockwell 
Miriam Goldstein beloved mother of Linda  
Towbin 
Norman Davidow beloved father of Carol Shapiro 
Louis Zlotnick beloved father of Doreen Testa 
William Rosenberg beloved father of the  
Rosenberg family 
Aba Litwin beloved father of Chaim Litwin 
Joyce Arons Wolff beloved sister of Jane Kasper 
Rose Barash beloved mother of Paul Barash 
Phillip Jennes beloved father of Daniel Jennes 
Alvin Crumb beloved friend of Daniel Jennes 
Ruth Levin beloved cousin of Daniel Jennes 
 
 

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS  
AS OF Dec 11, 2018  
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Use Auto-Purchase for  
Monthly Grocery Gift Cards! 

Many Congregants have asked for it and now it is available.  
We know you want to support Or Shalom’s Gift Card 
program but don’t always remember.  So we are making it 
even easier. 
 

Use the form on the website to submit and sign up for 
monthly auto-purchase. On the first of each month, we will 
charge your credit card for the amount you specify and mail 
the gift cards (Stop & Shop  or ShopRite) to you.  All you 
need to do is email us confirmation that you received the 
cards! It is that easy! 
 

If you have any questions, contact Rachel  
or Ileane in the office for more 
information. 

ZUMBA Gold at  
Congregation Or Shalom 

Or Shalom of Orange announces the continuation of ZUMBA 
Gold on Tuesday night from 7-8 p.m.   Routines are simple 
and easy to follow for EVERYONE at any age or level.  Fun 
and upbeat music create a party atmosphere.  You will burn 
hundreds of calories and meet new friends. First class FREE.  
Contact Temple at 203.799.2341 or 203.314.8176 
 

 

Amazon SMILE 
Shopping Commission 

Shop Amazon.com using the link below and Or Shalom 
will receive a commission!  It is easy---no cards, no 
codes, no signing up. Just follow the link and shop! 

Click on this link to get started:  
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0874061 

 

321 Indian River Road 

Orange, CT 06477 

203.799.6837 

 

 

 

Gourmet Kosher catering for all occasions. 
70 Bradley Rd, Woodbridge, CT 06525  (203) 389-2300 
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Come visit us at our new  

Location:  

ShopRite,  

Garafalo Markets 

935 Boston Post Road 

Milford, CT 06460  

 

 

 

 

 

95 Amity Road, New Haven (203) 389-1723  
info@westvillekosher.com 
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